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Moira	McCullough 00:00
Welcome	to	the	College	Scoops	podcast.	I'm	your	host,	Moira	McCullough.	And	today	we	are
talking	with	Marni	Levine	on	creating	a	balanced	college	list.

Marni	Levine 00:08
You	need	to	have	a	well	developed	list	because	if	your	child	comes	to	you,	middle	of	April	and
says,	I'm	not	going	to	that	school	that	I	thought	I	was	going	to,	you	have	to	be	prepared.
Anything	can	happen.

Moira	McCullough 00:26
This	is	the	College	Scoops	podcast	and	I'm	your	host,	Moira	McCullough,	we	focus	on	everything
college	related	from	the	admissions	process	to	where	to	eat,	stay	and	explore	on	and	around
campuses.	Our	guests	include	founders,	educators,	authors	and	experts	in	the	college	space.
Join	us	as	these	experts	share	their	knowledge,	experiences	and	lessons	learned	to	help	you
have	stress	free	and	formative	and	tasty	college	journeys.	Whether	it's	your	first	or	last	child
going	to	college,	or	you're	just	interested	in	going	to	a	college	town	for	a	game	or	meal,	we've
got	you	covered.	If	you	haven't	already,	please	subscribe	to	the	College	Scoops	podcast	to	get
the	inside	scoop,	send	everything	college	related,	and	leave	us	a	review.	Thanks	to	all	of	our
sponsors	partners	in	the	entire	College	Scoops	Ambassador	team	for	helping	us	bring	valuable
content	to	our	community.	If	you	would	like	to	support	College	Scoops	as	a	sponsor,	please
head	over	to	Patreon	at	patreon.com/collegescoops	and	sign	up	as	a	sustaining	listener,	insider
or	Deluxe	sponsor.	We	have	exclusive	benefits	for	our	members	and	even	a	College	Scoops
care	package.	Marni	Levine	is	an	independent	concierge	educational	consultant	who	has	helped
hundreds	of	families	over	the	last	15	years	by	guiding	them	along	the	college	admissions
journey.	After	hiring	someone	to	help	her	oldest	son	apply	to	college.	She	believed	that	the
process	needed	more	personalization	for	each	family.	It	was	missing	that	special	attention	to
details	that	only	a	mom	would	know.	So	she	set	out	on	a	mission	to	help	students	through	the
often	daunting	process	of	applying	to	college,	the	way	a	mother	would	if	the	mother	was	a
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professional.	Using	the	skills	she	learned	as	an	advertising	Public	Relations	major	at	Boston
University,	and	her	love	of	storytelling,	she	created	a	comprehensive	program	to	help	high
school	students	develop	a	unique	picture	of	who	they	are,	so	that	they	can	find	and	be
admitted	to	the	perfect	fit	college	where	they	will	shine.	Welcome	to	the	College	Scoops
podcast.	Marni,	thank	you	so	much	for	joining	us	today.

Marni	Levine 02:26
Thank	you	so	much	for	having	me	on	Moira.

Moira	McCullough 02:29
And	as	a	mom,	who's	been	there	and	done	it,	having	three	kids	who	are	graduated,	launched
successful,	I	just	want	to	say	congratulations,	Mom,	you	did	it.

Marni	Levine 02:38
Thank	you.	At	times,	I	didn't	think	I	would.

Moira	McCullough 02:42
None	of	us	did.	We're	all	going	through	it	at	the	same	time.	And	it's	always	good	to	talk	to
parents	who've	been	through	the	process	and	the	stress,	the	challenges	and	the	success
stories	to	know	that	like	it's	all	good,	as	long	as	kids	are	involved,	engaged,	trying	to	find	a
place	that	they	call	home.	That's	the	most	important	thing.	So	I	would	love	just	to	ask,	you
know,	as	a	parent	who's	gone	through	the	process,	do	you	have	any	advice,	whether	it's	their
first	or	their	last	child	going	through	the	process,	any	tips	that	you	might	impart,

Marni	Levine 03:08
When	I	think	about	that,	I	don't	think	any	of	my	tips	are	high	level,	I	think	their	mom	tips	and
the	biggest	thing	that	I	learned	when	I	was	going	through	this	definitely	with	my	oldest	and
then	my	second	one	was	your	child	may	really	surprise	you,	they	can	change	their	mind	at	the
last	minute.	They	may	not	want	what	you	want	for	them,	you	may	think	it's	going	to	be
disastrous.	And	you	kind	of	have	to	let	them	do	it.	It's	their	choice,	they	have	to	drive	with	us.
And	that	is	very	painful	for	moms	like	me.	Because	I	thought	I	knew	best	for	my	kids.	And	I
didn't	in	two	out	of	three	cases.	My	two	oldest	children	change	their	minds	very	much	at	the
last	minute	where	they	were	going	to	college.	And	that	was	how	I	ended	up	in	this	business
actually.	And	I	actually	cried	when	my	oldest	son	came	to	me	and	said	he	was	going	to	go	to
our	state	flagship	university,	which	is	like	15	minutes,	20	minutes	down	the	road,	and	I
immediately	cried,	I	thought	he'll	never	grow	up.	He's	going	to	come	home	for	dinner	on
Wednesday,	and	I'm	going	to	be	still	doing	his	laundry.	And	not	that	I	didn't	love	doing	those
things.	I	just	really	wanted	him	to	have	the	kind	of	college	experience	that	I	had	had.	And	I	was
not	happy	with	the	choice.	Six	days	after	he	left	for	school,	he	came	back	and	I'm	like,	Aha,	he

M

M

M



said	said	can	I	talk	to	your	mom?	And	I	said,	Yes,	he's	gonna	change	his	mind.	I	was	right	all
along.	And	he	said	to	me,	I	just	want	to	take	a	second	to	say	thank	you	because	you	let	me
make	this	decision.	And	I	knew	it	was	hard	for	you.	But	I	am	at	the	perfect	place.

Moira	McCullough 04:40
That	is	just	such	a	testament	and	you	must	have	just	sat	down	and	thought	thank	goodness,	I
kept	my	mouth	closed.

Marni	Levine 04:47
I	wasn't	right.	He	was	right.

Moira	McCullough 04:49
When	you	said	that	they	changed	their	minds	at	the	last	minute.	Was	it	anything	in	particular
that	was	the	turning	point	for	them?

Marni	Levine 04:55
Very	much.	So	he	came	home	from	spring	break.	They	had	gone	to	the	Bahamas	have	like	a
rite	of	passage	where	I	live,	everybody	goes	on	their	senior	trip.	And	he	came	home	from	that.
And	he	actually	said	to	me,	he	was	supposed	to	go	to	another	school	that	he	was	going	to	fly
to.	And	he	came	home	and	he's	like,	I	hate	the	lines.	I	hate	waiting	online.	I	don't	want	it	to
take	a	day	if	I'm	going	to	come	home.	And	I	know	that	the	tulips	are	not	going	to	make	my	stay
a	college	any	better	the	campus	was,	you	know,	what	we	thought	was	beautiful,	quintessential
college	campus	where	he	was	going	to	go.	And	he	said,	the	state	flagship	he	knew	wasn't
maybe	as	beautiful.	But	he	was	going	to	have	a	great	education,	he	was	going	to	have	great
friends,	he	was	going	to	have	the	rah	rah	football	and	basketball	that	he	really	wanted	he	was
going	to	have	for	eternity.	And	he	didn't	have	to	get	on	a	plane	to	get	it.	And	he	was	right.

Moira	McCullough 05:45
Isn't	that	interesting.	So	that	was	all	out	of	that	non-college	related	trip	that	he	took,	where	it
was	more	self	reflection,	venturing	out	and	exploring	a	different	area,	he	realized	that	travel
aspect	of	getting	on	a	plane	waiting	in	lines	was	something	that	he	would	have	to	do	all	the
time,	if	he	had	gone	to	that	other	school,	and	therefore	he	was	out	nothing	to	do	with	it.

Marni	Levine 06:05
He's	31	years	old.	And	he's	very	much	still	that	same	human	people	are	kind	of	who	they	are	as
when	they're	18.	Almost,	you	know,	he	changed	a	lot	in	certain	ways.	But	his	core	feelings
about	getting	on	a	plane	waiting	in	lines,	having	it	be	a	day	to	get	home,	he	likes	convenience.
And	he	actually	was	one	probably	the	only	kids	I've	ever	heard	in	my	entire	life,	who	at	that
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state	flagship,	which	is	one	of	the	largest	bus	systems	in	our	country,	by	the	way,	at	that	state
flagship.	He	said,	I	love	that	I'll	be	on	the	bus	for	45	minutes,	I'll	put	my	headphones	in,	and	I'll
listen	to	music	or	I'll	relax.	And	I	don't	need	to	walk	45	minutes	on	campus.	You	know,	my
daughter	wanted	a	walk	45	minutes	on	campus.	Everybody's	different.	And	he's	very	much	that
same	human.	And	it	was	a	big	life	lesson	for	me.	So	that's	a	long	rambling	way	to	say,	let	your
kid	be	who	they	are,	they	may	surprise	you.	And	don't	cry	like	I	did	or	cry	in	private.

Moira	McCullough 07:02
Well,	I'd	also	say	that	that	is	something	that	in	all	the	college	search	process	that	you	know,
you	always	ask	about	distance.	And	I	think	that	came	out	to	more	and	more	in	the	past	year
and	a	half,	you	know,	the	proximity	to	home.	But	that	was	a	typical	case	that	as	he	goes
through	the	pros	and	cons	of	what	you	want	in	a	college	that	con	made	its	way	so	high	up	that
that	became	the	reason	for	choosing	a	particular	school.	And	he	said	it	was	the	right	school	for
him.	He	was	thrilled.	And	that	was	just	the	impetus	for	him	to	say	no,	I've	really	found	a	place
that	I'm	going	to	thrive	that	great	advice	for	parents,	sometimes	it's	really	hard	to	listen.	And
the	questions	you	think	are	important	may	not	be	the	ones	that	it	may	be	simple,	as	simple	as
taking	a	trip	and	realizing	that	they	don't	want	to	travel.

Marni	Levine 07:42
And	actually	be	prepared	for	that	because	we	had	gone	on	the	trips	he	had	seen	the	other
schools	he	had	been	okay	with	flying	at	one	point.	So	you	always	need	to	have	a	balanced	list,
a	list	that	includes	a	flying	school,	a	driving	school,	or	commuting	school,	a	reach	school,	a	safe
school,	likely	school,	whatever	it	is,	you	need	to	have	a	well	developed	list.	Because	if	your
child	comes	to	you,	middle	of	April,	and	says	I'm	not	going	to	that	school	that	I	thought	I	was
going	to	you	have	to	be	prepared.	Anything	can	happen.	And	I'm	a	big	believer	that	you	have
to	be	prepared	for	all	those	scenarios	and	I	help	my	clients	be	prepared	because	I	learned.

Moira	McCullough 08:20
I'm	always	contingency	planning	plan	ABCD	you	have	to	plan	it	out.	But	having	said	that,	in
terms	of	the	college	landscape	and	what's	happened	this	year,	would	you	looking	ahead	advise
students	or	parents	based	on	what	happened	this	year?	And	the	acceptances,	waitlist	and
everything?	Is	there	advice	that	you	would	have	for	students	when	they	start	to	apply	for
school	next	year?

Marni	Levine 08:41
Absolutely.	This	was	a	crazy	year.	And	in	this	same	vein	of	anything	can	happen,	things
happen.	COVID	happened,	and	it	changed	the	landscape	of	college	and	kids	were	already	in
high	school	having	a	plan	that	they	thought	was	in	place,	and	they	had	to	change	that	plan.	So
now	that	things	are	different,	it's	even	more	important	to	be	prepared.	And	you	need	to	have
an	open	mind.	You	need	to	look	at	colleges	of	every	time	don't	just	look	at	me	brand	schools
don't	just	look	at	your	alma	mater,	because	that's	where	you	want	them	to	go.	Believe	me,	I
wanted	my	kids	to	go	to	my	alma	mater,	you	can't	assume	that	they	can	get	in	there	and	you
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can't	assume	that	they	even	want	to	get	in	there.	But	you	need	to	have	a	very	well	developed
lesson	you	need	to	look	at	colleges	for	fit	fit	is	the	most	important	piece	of	the	puzzle.	If	you
look	at	a	school,	if	you	visit	a	school	and	you	see	kids	that	look	like	you	if	you	know	that	there
are	research	opportunities	or	kids	who	get	internships	or	accessible	professors	or	access	to
support	services,	those	are	things	that	create	fit,	that's	really	important.	So	when	you're
looking	for	that	you	need	to	have	schools	that	fit	every	level	you	need	to	have	safe	schools,
your	safe	school	or	your	likely	school.	We	don't	even	call	it	safe	anymore.	Your	likely	school	at
this	point	should	be	one	that	you'd	be	proud	to	oh	two,	and	this	year,	kids	really	hard	to	look	at
those	schools.	And	you	need	to	say,	I'm	going	to	be	proud	to	go	to	that	school.	So	they	gave
me	a	huge	scholarship,	they	gave	me	a	lot	of	merit	money,	I	am	going	to	have	research	as	a
freshman,	I'm	going	to	live	in	a	special	Living	Learning	Community.	This	school	while	it's	maybe
on	my	likelier	list	has	a	program	in	the	top	10.	For	my	major	in	this	country.	Those	are	things
that	create	fit.	And	that's	what	you	want	to	be	looking	for.	When	you	go	to	a	college	campus,
you	want	to	ask	questions,	don't	just	drive	by	and	see	a	beautiful	campus,	as	we	know	from	my
oldest	son,	the	beautiful	campus	wasn't	the	thing	that	was	going	to	make	or	break	his
experience,	you	need	to	dig	in.	And	you	need	to	have	authentic	questions,	and	you	need	to
know	who	you	are	so	that	you	can	figure	out	where	you	fit.	That's	huge.

Moira	McCullough 10:49
Well,	even	when	you	talk	about	that	I	loved	when	you	said	about	safety,	it's	not	even	safety
anymore,	it's	likely	I	remember	saying	to	my	kids,	if	you	were	going	there,	you	have	to	be
excited	about	it.	So	do	not	put	something	down	on	your	list	just	to	say	you	got	in	because	at
the	end	of	the	day,	if	that's	the	only	place	that	you	get	in	realistically,	are	you	going	to	be
excited	to	go	there.	And	I	think	that	in	terms	of	all	the	things	that	you	mentioned,	with	fit	to
some	of	the	different	research	opportunities,	accessible	professors	scholarship,	no	merit	or
living	learning	centers,	they	may	have	them	in	different	orders	at	different	safety	reach	targets.
So	what	you're	doing	is	you're	creating	a	list	of	things	that	are	important	to	you.	And	then
mixing	and	matching	Well,	at	this	school,	they	may	not	have	all	of	them,	but	they	have	enough
that	would	make	me	thrive	not	only	inside	the	classroom	and	outside	the	classroom.	So	it	is
really	a	lot	of	self	reflection	and	identifying	what	you	want,	and	what	that	school	has	that	will
allow	you	to	excel	both	in	and	out	of	the	classroom.

Marni	Levine 11:43
Absolutely.	You	know,	when	you're	developing	a	list	for	next	year,	it	was	rough,	right.	So	kids
who	apply	to	a	lot	of	regular	decision	schools	didn't	hear	until	February,	March,	April.	And	then
there	were	kids	across	this	country	who	had	way	overreached	or	even	if	they	didn't	overreach,
they	didn't	understand	that	some	of	these	schools	had	a	5%	Admit	rate.	And	so	they	didn't
have	a	lot	of	options.	So	what	we're	planning	for	next	year	is	to	get	those	early	wins.	And	those
are	the	rolling	schools,	right,	those	early	action	rolling	schools,	but	to	your	point,	do	not	apply
to	one	of	those	schools	just	to	get	a	yes,	because	that's	just	going	to	perpetuate	the	problem	of
there	being	hundreds	of	1000s	of	applications	of	these	schools	and	kids	who	don't	actually
want	to	attend	them,	pick	one	or	two	schools	that	you	would	be	proud	of	that	are	rolling	that
you'd	be	happy	at.	When	you	get	that	application	in	nice	and	early.	You	get	some	merit	money,
or	again,	and	honors	opportunity,	or	something	amazing,	something	that	lets	you	know,	early	in
the	year,	October,	November,	I'm	going	to	college	and	I'm	site	I'm	going	to	be	happy	there.	If
that	is	where	I	go,	I	will	be	thrilled.	And	then	you	start	to	work	on	the	rest	of	the	schools	right
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and	you	have	to	do	your	visits,	you	can	use	your	college	students	guide	to	go	visit	really,	really
important	to	see	what	about	those	next	schools,	that	might	be	an	early	decision	on	finding
decision,	be	prepared	to	make	an	early	decision	choice	if	that's	right	for	your	family,	because
that	might	be	the	thing	that	can	help	you	get	into	something	that's	a	little	bit	reaching,	that	is
probably	not	getting	you	into	a	school	that	is	way,	way,	way,	way,	way	above	your	ability.

Moira	McCullough 13:19
it's	really	important	for	students	because	it's	a	marathon,	it's	not	a	sprint.	So	getting	those
early	wins	in	applying	to	some	of	those	schools,	you	may	be	pleasantly	surprised	you	never
know	that	maybe	the	school	you	end	up	at	just	because	it's	the	right	fit.	You	got	a	lot	of	money
for	it.	You	were	accepted	early.	And	the	more	you	look	at	the	other	schools,	you	keep	on
comparing	it	back	to	that	one.	So	mentally,	I	think	it	does	a	lot	for	students	to	have	one	under
the	belt	know	that	they're	in	as	all	these	other	acceptances	are	coming	in,	they're	hearing	from
their	friends	and	family	members.

Marni	Levine 13:48
It's	so	important	mentally,	because	there	are	going	to	be	nose,	right,	they're	going	to	pearls.
There	are	going	to	be	waitlists,	and	they're	going	to	be	denials.	Even	as	an	advisor,	truthfully,	I
cry	when	kids	get	nose,	I	hate	nose.	I	really	do.	I	know	they're	part	of	life.	But	if	it	was	up	to	me,
every	kid	would	have	their	first	choice.	But	that's	not	what	the	world	is	like	right	now.	And
there's	a	lot	of	amazing	kids.	And	there	was	an	article	recently	that	said	60%	of	all	kids	in	the
United	States	have	over	4.0	I	mean,	that's	huge.	So	everybody	is	smart	now,	and	you	need	to
make	sure	that	you're	not	just	smart,	but	that	you're	authentic,	and	you're	interesting	and	that
you're	showing	the	college	who	you	are	so	that	when	they	are	looking	at	these	10s	of	1000s	of
applications,	you	stand	out	and	you	find	that	perfect	fit	because	the	college	is	looking	for	a	kid
like	you	and	you	are	out	there	in	the	world	and	they	make	a	match.

Moira	McCullough 14:41
And	if	that	student	does	not	want	to	apply	a	date,	I	know	that's	a	big	thing.	It's	like	it	would	be
so	nice	to	have	it	done.	Even	as	a	parent	you're	like	Oh	don't	you	love	this	school	just	apply
early	and	it	would	be	over	but	that's	something	really	really	to	be	very	thoughtful	if	you	don't
feel	like	you	love	that	school	and	that	you	want	to	go	There's	nothing	bad	and	nothing	negative
about	not	applying	early.

Marni	Levine 15:03
Absolutely	not	an	early	decision	is	a	big	family	commitment	right	most	of	the	time,	that	means
that,	you	know,	you're	going	to	be	full	pay,	unless	you're	very	lucky.	You	know,	and	they	really
are	dying	to	get	you	some	schools	are	better	than	others	in	early	decision	than	they	do.	So	give
them	that	money	that	they	would	have	given	an	early	action	or	a	regular	decision	around,	but
you	are	committing	and	saying,	I	can	afford	to	come	here	as	long	as	I	get	whatever	loans	I'm
supposed	to	get	or	marathons	was	to	get.	And	that's	a	huge	family	decision,	right	to	be
committed,	most	of	the	early	decision	schools	are	also	the	really	expensive	private	schools.	So
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you	have	to	know	that	you're	on	board	for	that,	you	also	have	to	be	100%	sure	that	that	is	the
school	where	you	fit	the	best	where	you	were	absolutely	dying	to	go.	And	that	if	you're
admitted,	you're	going	to	be	shouting	from	the	rooftops.	And	you	also	have	to	make	sure	that
it's	a	school	you're	going	to	be	successful	at,	you	don't	just	want	to	apply	even	over	your	head,
and	then	get	there	and	be	the	kid	who's	struggling	at	the	bottom	of	the	class	that	to	me	is	not
fit.	And	that	doesn't	mean	for	good	mental	health,	it	doesn't	make	for	an	enjoyable	college
experience.	And	it	doesn't	make	for	a	successful	college	experience.	So	I	find	that	if	you	can
find	that	sweet	spot	and	you're	in	the	middle	to	the	top,	then	all	those	other	amazing	things
come	along	with	it.	Internships,	research,	knowing	your	professors,	great	recommendations
from	them,	if	you	want	to	go	to	grad	school	or	for	a	job,	and	also	just	enjoying	school,	you
know,	your	kids	have	gone	to	college,	it's	fun,	we	want	them	to	go	there	and	have	some
downtime	and	enjoy	the	football	games	and	basketball	games,	the	band	or	the	dance	club	or
club	soccer,	whatever	it	is	that	they're	doing.	We	want	them	to	be	able	to	be	well	rounded
when	they're	there,	and	you	need	time	for	that	you	can't	be	the	kid	sold	out	constantly	in	the
library.	So	I	think	that's	really	important.	When	you're	thinking	about	early	decision,	it's	got	to
be	the	perfect	fit,	and	it's	not	a	guarantee.	So	you	can	get	a	yes,	you	can	get	a	deferral,	which
means	they're	gonna	put	you	into	the	next	pool,	we're	gonna	look	at	you	with	the	regular
decision	kids,	if	that	happens	to	you,	it's	no	longer	binding.	And	you	could	then	make	an	early
decision	to	choice.	And	that's	another	thing	you	have	to	be	prepared	for.	Because	that	comes
up	really	fast,	you	usually	get	an	early	decision	answer	back	middle	of	December,	and	most	of
the	end	to	applications	have	to	be	in	by	January	1.	So	you	need	to	be	able	to	pivot	to	you	need
to	have	seen	that	end	to	school	have	researched	it	really	well.	And	know	that	if	you're	admitted
there,	that's	your	new	first	choice.

Moira	McCullough 17:29
So	in	terms	of	creating	that	balance	list,	it	would	be	trying	to	find	something	that	rolling
decision	or	EA	because	EA	is	not	binding.	Some	you	hear	earlier,	some	of	the	EAS	you	don't
hear	until	after	the	EDS	have	to	be	submitted	as	well.	So	even	though	you	apply	early	action,
some	places	you	may	not	hear	till	mid	January,	which	can	be	frustrating	because	in	essence,
you're	being	strategic	but	planning	out	the	different	scenarios.	So	would	you	say	to	your
students	that	are	advised	have	an	early	win	rolling,	if	you	have	an	E	a	great	because	you'll	hear
before	the	regulars	at	least	if	there	is	an	IDI	scenario,	you	would	say	if	the	student	loves	the
school	enough,	and	they	have	an	ad	one,	maybe	they	have	an	ad	to	set	those	up.	And	then	you
have	your	regular	decisions	that	you're	just	submitting	at	the	end.	So	it's	kind	of	a	phased
approach	if	you	know	and	have	a	desire

Marni	Levine 18:19
And	I	am	a	big	fan	of	early	bird	catches	the	worm.	So	to	me,	even	if	a	school	is	mostly	just
regular	decision,	I	think	kids	should	get	everything	done	by	November.	I	just	think	it's	easier	to
enjoy	your	year.	Anything	can	happen	again,	like	we	talked	about,	there	have	been	so	many
things	in	this	country	that	have	happened	at	the	last	minute	right.	We	have	Superstorm	Sandy
in	New	Jersey	that	knocked	out	power	for	weeks	there	have	been	earthquakes,	there	have	been
wildfires.	So	for	me,	I	like	to	be	done,	write	your	essays,	get	them	in,	fill	out	your	applications,
get	everything	done,	even	if	it's	a	regular	decision	school,	you	can	enjoy	senior	year	not
worrying	that	you	still	have	things	to	get	but	yes,	the	list	should	be	based	on	rolling	wherever
you	have	early	action	unless	you	are	not	ready	unless	you	don't	have	a	test	score	or	you're

M



waiting	for	a	test	score	unless	you	haven't	written	your	essays.	And	once	you	have	it	seen	a
school	that	you're	not	sure	you	really	want	to	apply	to,	to	me	there's	no	reason	not	to	apply
early	action	if	you're	ready	to	apply	if	you're	waiting	for	better	grades	in	the	fall,	that's	a
different	story.	You	might	want	to	apply	regular	decision	but	if	you're	a	strong	candidate	early
action	is	your	best	shot	other	than	early	decision	early	decision	then	again	families	on	board	we
no	we're	gonna	go	for	it.	We	try.	And	if	for	some	reason	that	doesn't	work	out	then	knowing
that	your	ED	two	essays	are	written	in	many	cases.	I've	got	kids	who	apply	to	their	ED	two
schools	either	in	early	action	or	regular	decision	but	the	application	is	in	before	December	first
and	then	all	they	have	to	do	December	15.	When	they	hear	from	the	early	decision	one	school
is	call	the	school	that's	the	early	decision	to	and	say	I'd	like	to	change	early	decision	to
guidance	fills	out	a	form	and	you're	ready	to	go.	You're	not	whipping	through	big	essays	in
Christmas.	Oh,	that's	good	to	know.

Moira	McCullough 20:05
So	that	switch	can	be	made.	I	know	that	everyone	hears	earlier,	the	better,	that's	all	good.	But
in	reality	to	senior	year,	the	pressures	on	to	really	perform	your	best	academically	as	well.	And
as	you	said,	things	come	up,	your	soccer	team	couldn't	make	it	to	the	state	tournament	didn't
think	it	was	gonna	happen.	And	all	of	a	sudden,	the	opportunities	for	you	to	complete	an
application	and	I	would	even	move	this	into	the	college	visit	standpoint,	seniors	are	typically
given	one	or	two	days	off	to	go	visit	with	no	homework	or	no	extracurricular	activities,	but
things	happen.	So	in	terms	of	visiting	colleges,	what's	your	thought	on	that?	Would	you
recommend	even	in	the	summer,	when	students	are	not	there?	What's	your	guidance	on	that?

Marni	Levine 20:44
This	was	the	worst	part	of	COVID	There	weren't.	So	that	really	made	it	so	that	this	year	in
particular	kids	after	they	received	decisions	back,	they	couldn't	even	make	choices	because
they	hadn't	seen.	So	later	than	ever,	kids	were	committing	to	the	school	that	they	were	going
to	attend	because	they	had	to	rush	to	go	see	them	all.	I	don't	think	that's	wonderful.	I	think	you
should	take	your	time.	I	think	if	you're	going	on	a	vacation,	see	a	school	that's	in	that	area,	see
a	couple	of	schools,	no	pressure,	it	could	be	freshman	year,	it	can	be	sophomore	year,	if	you're
in	North	Carolina,	go	see	whatever's	near	you	of	South	Carolina,	Florida.	If	you're	on	a	family
vacation,	if	you're	in	California,	I	go	to	college	campuses,	wherever	I	am,	at	least	drive	by	them,
drive	through	them,	walk	around	them,	taste	the	food,	look	at	the	kids	see	what	the	town	is	like
that's	your	first	step	right	to	saying	oh,	this	is	a	place	I	might	want	to	do	more	research	into
then	a	sophomore	in	junior	year	come	I	believe	100%	that	if	it's	possible,	you	get	on	that
campus,	it	shows	demonstrated	interest	to	schools	that	have	it.	And	I	think	that	spending	real
quality	time	on	a	campus	can	really	make	you	imagine	yourself	there,	right?	So	immerse
yourself	ask	Beyonds	the	information	session	and	a	campus	tour	which	let's	face	facts,	it's	a
little	boring,	you	can	reach	out	to	friends,	you	can	use	a	guy	but	like	ask	people	talk	to	people,
where's	the	cool	place	to	eat?	Right	where	it	is?	What's	one	thing	I	shouldn't	miss	on	campus?
Can	I	sit	in	on	a	class?	Can	I	talk	to	a	professor	in	the	school	that	I	want	to	be	in?	Can	I	talk	to
kids	and	see	if	they've	got	research?	Can	I	go	to	the	Hillel	muhabbat	the	chapel	and	see,	are
there	religious	services	that	I	might	want	to	attend	for	a	support	system?	See	where	Greek	row
is	writes	to	the	girls	live	in	sorority	houses	that	the	boys	live	in	frat	houses?	Are	they
disgusting?	Are	they	beautiful?	To	all	the	kids	go	to	games	on	Saturday,	I	don't	love	going	to	a
game	on	Saturday,	I	want	to	maybe	go	to	a	museum,	what's	in	the	town,	those	are	the	things
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that	you	need	to	know	what	you	need.	That's	the	only	way	to	pick	the	perfect	place	for	you.	So
you	got	to	see	them.	Again,	there's	virtual	information	sessions	are	things	that	you	can	do
online,	tons	of	videos,	but	I	think	you	got	to	step	foot	on	campus,	it's	very	hard	to	apply	to	a
school	that	you	haven't	seen.

Moira	McCullough 23:05
We're	talking	about	the	timing	of	everything,	to	the	extent	that	you	can	do	that	when	you're
not	in	a	pressure	situation	to	when	you	feel	the	stress	of	forcing	a	feeling	or	an	emotion	or
reaction	to	a	particular	school	versus	seeing	it	when	you're	just	open	minded	and	you	never
know	what	might	resonate	with	you.	So	I	think	it's	really	important.	And	I	think	that's	where
parents	can	get	more	involved	in	terms	of	being	the	logistical	manager	for	that	and
encouraging	students	to	visit	versus	focusing	on	some	of	the	other	aspects	of	the	college
application	where	students	have	to	really	do	the	work.

Marni	Levine 23:36
And	I	think	that's	so	important	because	then	it's	fun	to	write	if	mom	says	we're	going	to	be
Disneyworld,	and	there's	University	of	Central	Florida	is	right	there.	We're	just	gonna	like	zip	by
we're	gonna	walk	around,	we're	gonna	see	what	it's	like.	And	that	to	me	is	like	a	low	pressure
way,	but	a	forceful	way	to	say,	hey,	we're	just	gonna	walk	around,	check	it	out	in	the	bias
ledger,	we'll	see	what's	there.	You	don't	want	to	talk	to	anybody.	And	then	if	you	love	it,	we'll
go	back	another	time.	I	would	do	want	to	go	back	to	your	question	about	the	summer.	I	do
think	that	summer	visits	are	good,	uh,	places	where	you	can	see	kids,	big	universities	that	have
kids	there	in	the	summer,	if	you're	seeing	that	tiny	campus	in	the	summer,	and	there's	not	a	lot
of	kids	there.	It	could	be	very	hard	to	imagine	yourself	on	that	campus.	So	that	would	be	a	go
back	and	visit	type	of	trip.

Moira	McCullough 24:22
But	I	think	a	lot	of	these	places	too.	That's	a	great	point	in	your	planning.	And	when	you're
looking	at	college	visits,	look	at	this	summer	programs,	many	have	summer	programs,	they
have	academies	going	on,	you	may	be	able	to	switch	up	plans	or	get	to	those	campuses	that	do
have	students	there	for	a	variety	of	different	activities	or	programs.	So	it's	a	great	point.	I	will
never	forget	ending	up	on	one	campus	with	one	of	my	kids	and	actually	it	was	Columbus	Day
weekend.	A	lot	of	students	go	home	but	a	lot	of	students	are	at	the	campus	in	his	mind.	It	was
as	if	it	was	summer	and	there	wasn't	a	soul	around	although	I	thought	I	saw	a	lot	of	people
around	but	in	his	eyes	there	was	no	one	around	maybe	no	One	that	he	could	relate	to,	or	that
he	could	imagine	being	a	roommate	with	or	working	out	with,	or	something	like	that.	So	it	does
factor	into	student's	reactions.	And	they	sometimes	aren't	able	to	articulate	that.	It's	just	that
gut	feel.	And	that's	what's	so	hard	about	that	aspect	of	the	college	search.

Marni	Levine 25:16
And	that's	why	also,	if	you	can	get	a	day	off	from	work	to	take	your	child,	and	you	can	get	them
out	of	school,	it	really	is	better	to	see	it	on	a	weekday	when	it's	an	action	because	truthfully,	we
all	know	kids	are	yes,	a	game	day	is	always	wonderful,	you	know,	on	a	Saturday,	but	Sunday
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all	know	kids	are	yes,	a	game	day	is	always	wonderful,	you	know,	on	a	Saturday,	but	Sunday
morning,	a	lot	of	kids	are	sleeping.	It's	they're	not	out,	you	know,	you	can't	really	see	what's
going	on.	And	you	really	do	need	to	see	to	the	kids	look	like	me,	you	know,	are	all	the	girls
dressed	up?	Or	are	they	all	in	sweatpants?	What	do	I	like?	Are	they	bundled	up	because	it's
freezing	to	walk	around	here,	you	know,	and	that's	another	thing,	see	a	school	in	the	worst
weather	you	can	possibly	see.

Moira	McCullough 25:52
But	I	always	say	check	out	the	college	websites,	if	you're	an	athlete,	definitely	try	to	go	to
game	it	doesn't	matter	if	it's	a	game	that	you're	not	interested	in.	It's	just	look	around	the
community	and	see	the	interactions	between	the	students,	the	faculty,	the	visitors,	so	trying	to
pick	out	something	whether	it's	in	theater	related,	a	speaker	on	campus,	an	athletic	event,	but
those	are	ways	that	you	can	get	on	campus	and	experience	what	life	outside	the	classroom	will
be	one	you	might	find	something	that	you	really	enjoy	and	might	have	just	an	unpleasant
experience	with	your	son	or	daughter	or	to	your	student	may	find	something	that	they	really
like	about	the	school	or	don't	like.	And	I	think	sometimes	what	you	don't	like	is	even	more
valuable	than	what	you'd	like	the	whole	journey.

Marni	Levine 26:31
Absolutely.	And	tools	are	known	for	different	things.	So	try	to	immerse	yourself	in	whatever
they're	known	for.	Right?	Find	a	tradition,	find	the	cool	spot,	ask	kids,	what's	a	spot	that	I	would
only	know	if	I	was	a	student	here,	you	know,	the	inside	scoop	types	of	things	that	you	want	to
know,	so	that	you	know	what	it's	really	like,	I	think	that's	really	important.	I	like	to	give	little
hidden	gems	and	find	those	things	that	you	would	miss.	If	you	just	go	on	campus	tour.	You
don't	want	it	to	be	the	tourist	trap.

Moira	McCullough 27:04
Exactly.	Is	there	a	certain	number	of	schools	that	you	would	recommend?	Everyone	always
asked	this?	It's	like,	well,	how	many	schools	should	I	apply	to?	What's	the	magic	number?

Marni	Levine 27:12
I	think	that	it	really	depends	on	the	student	and	the	list.	I	think	10	is	great.	I	think	10	is	a	good
number.	There	are	kids	who	have	five,	and	they're	fine	with	that	I	had	a	kid	this	year	with	26.
It's	crazy,	I	find	that	most	are	between	right	now.	And	Miss	age	post	COVID	are	between	10	and
15	schools.	And	the	reason	that	they	have	between	10	and	15	is	that	last	year	the	likeliest
weren't	as	likely	and	the	reaches	were	even	more	reaching.	So	the	targets	became	really
important.	The	middle	the	meat	potatoes	of	the	list	really	became	super	important.	And	so	I
think	that	the	rule	of	always,	in	my	opinion,	having	maybe	like	two	likelihoods	that	you'd	be
proud	to	go	to	those	rolling	schools,	I	think	might	have	to	increase	a	little	bit	now	because	last
year	schools	looked	at	those	kids	and	didn't	think	they	yield	them	didn't	think	they	would	come
and	the	kids	didn't	get	in.	So	they're	likely	schools.	So	I	think	maybe	adding	one	or	two	on	that
side.	And	to	me,	I	take	off	on	the	Ricci	side.	I	think	it's	a	lot	of	work	for	kids	who	rarely	aren't
going	to	get	it	and	I	think	one	or	two	reaches	those	should	be	your	EDI	EDI	to	dream	schools,
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not	23	of	those.	It's	just	it's	too	much	work	for	these	kids	and	you	can't	fit	all	those	schools.	You
have	to	know	the	difference	in	the	philosophies	all	eight	IVs	are	different,	you	know,	some	are
very	intense.	I'm	have	an	open	curriculum,	some	are	more	artsy,	some	are	more	fun,
somewhere	in	the	city,	some	more	rural,	you	can't	be	good	at	all	of	those	not	right	just	to	apply
to	all	of	them.	You	have	to	find	the	ones	that	you	would	authentically	shine	at.

Moira	McCullough 28:50
It's	so	true.	It's	far	more	work.	It's	costly.	And	at	the	end	of	the	day,	it's	almost	like	you're
taking	the	easy	way	out	because	you're	not	making	a	decision	and	doing	that	fine	tuning	and
evaluation	of	if	that	really	is	a	school	that's	the	right	school	right	fit	because	you	will	have	to
make	that	decision	at	some	point	in	making	an	earlier	as	kind	of	easier	cleaner.	So	Marnie	gave
some	wonderful	advice	to	students	and	parents	as	I	start	this	college	search.	We	always	like	to
ask	our	guests	What	do	you	wish	you	knew	before	you	attended	college?

Marni	Levine 29:21
So	I	have	to	say	I	loved	college,	and	I	was	like	a	college	geek.	To	be	honest.	I	did	college
exactly	the	way	I	wanted	to	went	to	Boston	University.	I	knew	I	wanted	to	study	school.	I	was
an	advertising	major,	but	I	took	classes	with	Alan	Dershowitz	and	Eleos	Zell,	and	all	different
types	of	classes,	and	I	really	dug	deep	into	college	and	I	loved	college,	and	I	loved	every	minute
of	it.	I	lived	in	all	different	places	in	Boston,	I	really	did	take	advantage.	So	I	think	I	did	college
exactly	the	way	I	would	have	liked	to	what	I	would	have	liked	to	known	is	that	one	day	I	would
be	doing	this	and	guiding	other	kids	through	it	and	if	I	had	no	One	thing	that	I	would	wish	for
them,	and	I	wished	for	them	now	that	they	all	do	it	the	way	I	did	it,	and	really	take	advantage
of	it,	but	30-40	years	later,	they	would	remember	their	professors	names,	that	they	would	be
molded	by	them	that	they	would	have	taken	advantage	of	every	minute	of	college	and	not	just
on	six	football	games	every	year	and	not.	There's	so	much	more	to	college	there's	learning	and
growing	and	exploring	and	self	reflection	so	much.	That	is	what	I	would	wish	for	other	people
because	I	feel	like	I	didn't	know	that	at	a	young	age	because	I	was	such	a	Cosby.	But	I	think
that	I	would	wish	for	others	that	they	that	they	would	know	that.

Moira	McCullough 30:42
Good	for	you.	You're	like	the	only	person	has	ever	said	that	they	were	right	on	I	was	not	I	had
so	many	regrets.	But	you	were	all	over	that.

Marni	Levine 30:50
I	didn't	really	have	regret	honest.	I	did	a	lot	of	research	into	where	I	wanted	to	go.	I	knew	what	I
wanted	to	do.	I	wanted	to	be	an	advertising	major	I	wanted	to	write	as	well.	So	I	knew	I	wanted
to	some	aspect	of	journalism.	But	again,	I	explored	when	I	was	there,	I	took	all	kinds	of	cool
classes	led	wise	I	taught	a	holocaust	that	Alan	Dershowitz	taught	a	class	on	John	F.	Kennedy,	I
made	sure	that	I	did	things	that	I	was	really	interested	in.	When	I	was	there.	I	worked,	I	did
internships,	I	volunteered	and	I	enjoyed	the	city.	And	I	knew	that	for	me,	a	campus	school
wasn't	right.	I	didn't	want	to	go	to	keg	parties.	I	used	to	call	them	I	wanted	to	be	out	in	the	city.
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And	I	did	it	and	I	loved	it.	And	I	would	wish	that	everybody	really	took	advantage	of	their	time	in
college.	We	spend	so	much	time	to	get	you	in	there.	There's	so	much	time	and	energy	to	get	in.
Take	advantage	of	it	when	you're	there.

Moira	McCullough 31:42
Embrace	the	moment.	Absolutely.	Well,	we're	all	about	food	here	at	College	skips.	Do	you	have
a	favorite	dessert	spot	or	food	spot	on	a	college	campus?

Marni	Levine 31:50
Oh,	yeah.	So	we're	all	about	dessert	and	our	family.	So	on	every	college	campus	that	my	kids
went	to,	I	have	to	say	those	were	probably	my	favorite	child,	one	who	went	to	Rutgers	since	I
didn't	name	it	before	he	went	to	Rutgers	University.	There	is	a	place	that	I	have	literally	gone	to
my	whole	life	before	he	went	there.	And	it's	called	Thomas	sweets	and	it's	really	great.	Love
that	ice	cream	spot	in	Indiana	where	my	middle	son	went	to	Indiana	University.	Oh	my	god,	we
were	all	about	the	hot	cookies.	So	like	baked	was	one	that	was	there.	Then,	of	course,	Insomnia
Cookies	everywhere	you	go.	I	love	a	hot,	gooey	cookie.	And	then	at	Penn	State,	there's	nothing
better	than	The	Creamery.	My	daughter	went	to	Penn	State	and	The	Creamery.	I	mean,	people
literally	take	their	kids	meal	plan	points	at	the	end	of	the	year.	And	whatever's	left	over,	they
go	to	The	Creamery,	and	they	bring	freezer	bags,	and	they	stock	up	on	ice	cream.

Moira	McCullough 32:46
I	should	have	been	doing	that	driving	past	Penn	State	as	a	drive	to	see	my	daughter,	I	should
have	had	that	cooler	pack	that	would	have	kept	me	going.	That	would	have	been	the	perfect
eight	hour	drive	with	that	stop	at	a	creamery.

Marni	Levine 32:58
Oh,	yeah,	The	Creamery	is	amazing.	And	you	know	what's	cool	about	all	these	creameries	on
most	of	the	college	campuses,	is	they're	making	the	ice	cream	there.	But	the	real	obviously,
they're	raising	the	calves	that	they're	getting	the	milk	and	I	love	that	to	me,	that's	just	super
cool.

Moira	McCullough 33:11
Thank	you	so	much	Marni	for	sharing	all	that	wonderful	advice	and	tips	for	family	students	as
they	start	to	put	together	a	college	list,	a	more	balanced	college	list	and	how	to	go	about	that
and	also	to	parents	and	giving	them	a	little	kind	of	insights	into	celebrating	the	moment	when
your	son	or	daughter	comes	to	you	with	a	idea	of	where	they're	going	to	go	and	embracing	the
moment.
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33:33
Embrace	your	grief	style.	And	you	know	that	it's	not	your	alma	mater,	or	that	it's	not	your
dream	for	them,	and	be	proud	of	them	because	it's	gonna	work	out	they	know,	these	kids	know
whether	you	are	meant	to	be	they	have	great	instincts,	you	raise	them,	well,	let	them	choose.	I
love	that.

Moira	McCullough 33:51
Thanks	so	much.

Marni	Levine 33:52
My	pleasure.	Thank	you	for	having	me.

Moira	McCullough 33:55
Thank	you	Marni	for	giving	us	advice	on	how	to	create	a	balanced	college	list	with	finding	the	fit
in	mind.	Your	insight	and	trusting	a	student's	instincts	and	the	ability	to	be	flexible	yet	strategic
is	an	important	part	of	the	process.	These	tips	will	also	help	parents	support	their	student	in	the
college	application	journey.	You	can	find	all	of	our	show	notes	and	links	to	the	helpful	resources
mentioned	throughout	our	conversation	on	our	website	at	collegescoops.com/podcast	You	can
learn	more	about	Marni	and	her	website	at	CollegeMarni.com	Please	take	a	couple	of	minutes
to	rate	review	and	subscribe	to	College	Scoops.	Thank	you	for	listening	to	our	College	Scoops
podcast.	Our	entire	College	Scoops	team	strives	to	make	the	college	journey	a	little	bit	easier,
less	stressful,	fun	and	tasty	by	sharing	all	the	inside	scoops	we	have	curated	along	the	way.	We
would	love	to	hear	from	you	about	topics	to	cover	and	your	ideas	and	everything	college
related.	Reach	out	to	us	at	collegescoops.com	or	follow	us	on	Instagram,	Twitter	and	Facebook.
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