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 Moira McCullough  00:01

We are really excited about today's podcasts as we reached out to dads to get their take
on the college search process with their kids what was helpful? What was not? What did
they wish they had to make the journey easier from the college search and visit
perspective. When I was growing up, my parents provided moral support and financial
support. But other than that, they were not overly involved in the process. In fact, I went to
some colleges on my own days of change. We wanted to hear from dads who have been
there and done that to get their perspective on what worked, what did not what they wish
they could do all over again, what resources were especially helpful and what we're not.
What tips do they have for someone going through the process for the first time, we have
a mom series as well. So stay tuned. This is the College Scoops podcast and I'm your host
Moira McCullough, we focus on everything college related from the admissions process to
where to eat, stay and explore on and run campuses. Our guests include founders,
educators, authors and experts in the college space. Join us as these experts share their
knowledge, experiences and lessons learned to help you have stress free, informative and
tasty college journeys. Whether it's your first or last child going to college, or you're just
interested in going to a college town for a game or meal, we've got you covered. If you
haven't already, please subscribe to the College Scoops podcast to get the inside scoop
on everything college related. And leave us a review. Thanks to all of our sponsors
partners in the entire College Scoops Ambassador team for helping us bring valuable
content to our community. If you would like to support college scoops as a sponsor,
please head over to patreon@patreon.com/collegescoops and sign up as a sustaining
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listener, insider or Deluxe sponsor. We have exclusive benefits for our members free ebooks
and even a college scoops care package. Today we're speaking with John Gregg and Phil
Semprovivo, two dads who have been there done that, and one who has a couple more
kids on the way. John Gregg is a global sales leader for an enterprise technology firm, a
husband and father of two boys, Matthew, who is a freshman at BC and Andrew, who is a
junior at NYU. Having lived overseas for many years and moving back to the States when
his boys were in high school added another element of challenges to the college search
process. John was quick, though, to get up to speed as a first-time parent, going through
the process supporting his sons along the way. John, thank you so much for coming on the
College Scoops podcast today, especially because you're on holiday.

John Gregg  02:43
You're welcome. It's pleasure to be here.

 Moira McCullough  02:45

We invited a couple dads on the podcast, who have been there and done that. And we're
just looking to get your insights to help prospective families who are on the road trying to
help their kids going through the college admissions process. So can you just share a little
bit about your process and your kids? And we'll go from there?

John Gregg  03:04
Sure. Well, I have two boys. And I've just finished the process. I started about four years
ago with the first son, Andrew. They both went to the same local high school that we put
them in returning back from an international assignment. Andrew, was at the time a junior
and Matthew was a freshman in high school. So I had about a year or so year and a half
to get ready in the process with my son Andrew, who I mean, being outside the United
States I really didn't understand the process that was required but we had pretty good
support from the high school. I've seen that the intensity kick up in high schools in terms of
having dedicated counselors who in the beginning of the year, give you enough
information to know what you need to do, in terms of process wise, time wise, and they
were pretty militant. As a matter of fact, on that piece part of the process. Obviously,
since I went to college, I went to Penn State, and I applied to three colleges, and I was
never going to go outside of my state. So all I had to do was take an SAT, fill out a form
that was one page. And of course, I got accepted and I went to Penn State. And that was
it. Whereas times have changed now, and because I think of the pressures that are on all
of us as parents and kids and competition, and things like that kids feel that. And that was
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probably the most difficult thing to really wrap my head around the fact that it probably
wasn't going to be in state. And then as soon as you start to think about out of state that
brings a whole bunch of dynamics. Well what state? How far away Why? What's the
reason why you would choose to go to this school or that school? And then what are the
things that go along with the personality of your child and to the school? Whereas again,
maybe when you and I went to school, those things weren't even part of where you went.
So I think that was the biggest most difficult for me just wrapping my head around the
geography part, and trying to rationalize why I would be willing to send my son,we live
now in Georgia, why would I send them to New York City, from Georgia. And it turns out,
the reason why (and I didn't really care about the ranking of the school - that wasn't
important to me) it was really about the personality of my son. And I'd grown up with him
in large cities, we don't live in large cities, and he had just grown to appreciate and enjoy
living in a city. I just never would have sent him to a Penn State. The geography wouldn't
have been his thing. He likes to be in a city. So with that knowledge, you have a whole set
of other issues. But the first thing is, why would you send your child where? What is their
personality and is it going to be a campus environment? Is it going to be a city
environment? Is it going to be really, really rural? Or is it going to be a mixture? And I think
those are some things you have to think about what's good for them? And why mentally
that would make them flourish? That's probably the first thing that I thought about a lot.

 Moira McCullough  06:19

And was your son open to having that discussion? Right off the bat. Those are great
questions to ask probing questions to ask. This is a big decision, where are you going to
thrive where you're going to be happy?

John Gregg  06:31
The truth is, we didn't really know. I know we picked out I think six or seven schools. We
planned long in advance our spring break. We used the spring break for him. And we
planned a mini vacation, just the three of us, my wife and myself and him. And we actually
took my younger son, it was great. We took my younger son on the trip to all those
schools. It is a little bit ironical, I will get to the story about him in a second, but we
planned this route to go up and down the East Coast. We knew we weren't going to send
him out to the west coast. The geography - there's no reason to send him to the west
coast as we have all the great schools on the east coast. And he had picked through his
high school process, like seven or eight schools. NYU was one of them. By the way, we
never thought he was going to get an NYU in our wildest dreams. It was like it was his
reach school. We never thought he was going to get in there. And so we had NYU for him.
We visited Boston University and Boston College. We visited Maryland. We went to
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American University, like five or six schools, and actually Penn State, just for the heck of it
just to see the differences. We took that trip and we actually brought his younger brother
who sometimes went on the trip and sometimes didn't go. Ironically, on the day we took
him to see Boston College, he stayed in the hotel. He never knew he was going to end up
there. He never actually, my younger son, visited Boston College. Even before we sent him
there, he just thought he just missed it that day, we weren't going to take him back. Again.
So anyway, we plan the trip. And we did all the things that the colleges do. We went on
the day - we signed up online. It is a lot of work for the parents to plan everything which
really amazes me. I think I did more. I supported my kids more than normal parents, I hear
a lot of parents that let the kids fill out all the forms, that kids do everything. And maybe
that was really just, you know, my fear that my son wasn't mature enough to really do the
great job. But I got involved. I really did get involved. My wife didn't, I did because my wife
happens to be from outside the United States. She didn't really understand the process. I
got involved with everything from the school, the planning, picking the schools, and then
we all went on the trips. So I mean, it's interesting that the seven schools that he picked
out we visited them all. We went through the process, and then it was more like okay,
what would his scores and would they get him in? Now? It was really like, what would he
do and I'll never forget, we were worried about him. He gets good grades but he isn't the
best student. He is a teenage boy and sometimes teenage boys do teenage things. He
didn't put studying in that big category of things like his dad wanted him to do but he did
well. He got A's and B's. And then he took his SAT and we were scared to death. We were
absolutely scared to death that he wasn't going to get a good SAT score. And on his first
time he took the a SAT, I'll never forget that day, his SAT score came back. The first time,
he did well. I mean the score is not important but he did well. And I just I was in the shower,
I ran out of the shower like screaming, oh my god, that's a fantastic score. You're done.
And he never took another SAT. He only had to take it once. And it was great because if
you had to take it twice it we would have been really really painful. So if I was going to
have any advice, I mean, it would try to encourage your son or duaghter to do their best
as early as possible because it's got to be miserable. My second son had to take the SAT's
four times. And that's painful, you know, the mental agony of going through that process
with your kids is painful. And the pressures on parents is really, it's really unfair. It's not
right anymore. You know, I think that's the thing that really, really bums me out. It is that
there's so much social pressure in this process, that it's not right. It's really, really not right.
But the way you went about it, and the way I went about it with our family is kind of
similar. I jumped in and I did a lot of the logistical planning aspects. Asking those
questions and kind of trying to get information out of my kids like is this a place that you
want to call home? This is where you're going to live, learn and grow. What do you want it
to look like? And those are deep questions. It's not like, there's an answer in a book that
you write.
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 Moira McCullough  10:50

Were there any like resources or tools that were helpful to him or to you once you said,
okay, we know it's a city, we know a metropolitan, we know sports are big. Was there
anything else that was helpful?

John Gregg  10:50
And that trip, obviously, we saw the extremes. And going on a trip, you know, you see the
extremes, and you feel the extremes. Think of all the schools we actually went George
Washington University which is great school. We loved that school. And he just had this
affinity to being in a metropolitan environment. Walking down out of your class and being
able to walk into the city. I mean, that was it. It was more about the experience and
physically being there. And you have, there's no way you can see that looking at a
website. I mean, I really honestly believe you have got to take your kids to visit schools.
You have got to show them what it's physically like and show them how close it is to
whatever the venues are whether it's the sport - college football or whatever. Or in the
environment like in the case of NYU, there are no sports but he didn't care, right. Although
he loves sports, he really, really liked the city. So our son kind of knew that he wanted the
city. Obviously, everything on the web, we exploited. What we could exploit, you know,
whether it was pictures or videos. And you know, interestingly enough, my sons did things
that I didn't even think about. They went on YouTube, and they got dorm visits, every kid is
putting things online. Their dorms for example so we could actually go see this specific
dorm. There's like 20 different buildings that have dormitories in New York and NYU. So
we could go in and look at the dorm and say, Oh, how could you set it up? So online tools
are absolutely critical and they're obvious to find. And the rest was just being there
walking, and talking and and talking to people. We had found people who had gone there.
And then it really boiled down to, you know, unfortunately, it boils down to where you get
accepted. He had gotten accepted to Penn State and Maryland. We didn't even apply to
in state schools because he didn't want to stay in state. And he had seen all of the ones
we took on the trip and why he liked NYU the best. And believe it or not, he didn't get
accepted to other schools that we were like, well, that would be cool. if he got accepted
there. On the last day NYU came in, we're like, oh, he's probably not going to get
accepted. But he got accepted. And then it was done. That's where he's going to go
anyway, you know.

 Moira McCullough  13:20

So then you said your other son - I love that story about bringing siblings along. We had a
sibling or two come along, but depending on where their mindset was, they were not in
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the moment. So they don't even remember that visit. And your son stayed at the hotel on
that day you went to BC.

John Gregg  13:36
That's the funny story because we planned his trip too. We did the same thing with him.
And he visited a little bit further west, we went over to Chicago and we went to Michigan.
We went to Northwestern and we went to Notre Dame which all of us were like - Notre
Dame would be amazing if he went there. We saw all of them. He probably wouldn't have
been good at Michigan but we were all hoping for Notre Dame. And unfortunately, he
didn't get accepted to Notre Dame. And he didn't get accepted to Northwestern. But he
did get accepted to Boston College. And then how we got to Boston College is interesting.
We actually did in both cases, you know, hire a person to help through the process
because as a father, I probably would have gotten in more fights than ever. I would have
had a tough time pushing my kids. So we actually did hire a person who was amazing. She
was the best thing that I've ever invested in and it only cost me $1,000. And I did it. She
just became the administrative person to help do all the logistics associated with the eight
schools that we have to. The online information, the common app that you got to fill out
and I filled out all of this stuff. But in both cases, we hired this woman, and she just kept it
very business like. It was a business transaction, it wasn't emotional. And I hate to say it,
because I would have loved to have been able to do it myself. But I mean, I did it I and my
wife said, John, you'll be too upset, you'll have fights, your sons won't do what you're
supposed to do. And I said, the times have changed, I would never have thought of it 30
years ago. I didn't have someone help me fill out the application and go through the
process. But that's the part that I hate is that it's become so intense on everything you
have to do. That did help a lot. It was the best money I've ever spent in my life. Just to
have someone else do it. Honestly, you know that it sounds like a cop out. But. I think
that's what they always say - if you're a baseball player, and all of a sudden, your kid is
involved in baseball, you can't teach your kid baseball. If you're a math teacher, you can't
teach your kid math. So it's easier for somebody else. A couple of things for parents to
think about - one, definitely the visits are important. Start early and have those
conversations with your kids to get them thinking about it. Because I know that with my
kids, I mentioned something a year ago, and I thought they weren't listening. And fast
forward to 10 months later and I'm hearing them repeat my words, but they won't admit
that. If you have the ability to hire somebody to help your student that may distress the
process, it can be helpful. And I highly recommend it, you know, you have to make a
decision. As a parent, you know, these schools are not cheap anymore. At least in most
schools. And in our case we didn't get any help, as I mentioned to earlier, we have no help,
what so ever. So you have to be able to make this decision in your mind as to is the value
that you're getting really worth what your child is receiving. And I haven't honestly come
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to that conclusion yet. I think that each one of us as parents, based upon your financial
situation, you have to think of, wow, I really did think of things like this. If you went to UGA,
and you got a scholarship versus going to NYU or something like that. What's better? Is it
better to have an undergraduate great school, on paper, or just go to a really good
school. And then let's say make take that money. And if you do well and you prove you
want to go to grad school, Hey, I'll help you go to grad school. And so we had those
discussions, like do you spend the money for ga good undergraduate school or do you
save it to help them go to grad school? Both of them opted to go to a great
undergraduate school. I wouldn't have done that, I would have said, I'm going to Penn
State. And if I proved that I could do well then help me to go to grad school. That would
be great. You know, and right now, I'm done. And I said to my wife and guys, this is it, this
is all I'm going to do. So you have to think about those unique questions that you could
help your child become better and advance them or they're going to be done. And it's a
dimension that's not necessarily talked about a lot of what's the best thing to do.In terms
of undergraduate graduate education.

 Moira McCullough  18:27

Especially now given the virtual environment, my thought was maybe in state and go
somewhere where financially it's fractions of the cost of a private institution. And then
both it's a maturity thing - you're learning and you're going to find what you really are
passionate about. Learn what you want to do with your next stage. And then we'll use
those funds that we saved and put them into a graduate program. And I think a lot of
people are kind of thinking like this. Even my daughter came home and said, Mom, I don't
know if this is worth it. Given that you're paying close to $80,000 for virtual learning,
maybe we need to reevaluate. I thought, okay, that's really mature.

John Gregg  19:10
Yes - Because my son right now at NYU, he's not at school. I honestly and I speak honestly,
I'm really, really disappointed in colleges. I'm disappointed in the administration. When
this COVID situation came up, I had deep, deep problems with my son and going back to
NYU in the midst of things. I sent letters to the President, I called the president of NYU
because of their really poor communications, really lack of logic associated with what
they were putting out there. They never responded. As bad as it was. And so long story
short, my son is not at NYU. He's with me here remotely studying and where are paying for
full tuition and they raised the prices.
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 Moira McCullough  19:17

It's a business and it's interesting because as you said, you have two different situations.
Two different kids at two different schools. My oldest son is at the University of Richmond,
they've nailed it. And they have only 3400 students. Even smaller schools, they're all
remote. The communication is amazing. The in-person learning is excellent.

John Gregg  20:23
Boston College is the same they really did a good job. As a matter of fact, I don't know if
you've read this story. But MIT turned it into a business. They basically gave kids you a job.
Your job was cleaning. Oh, everybody has a job. And the biology department started a
company. And they basically farmed out the kids, the students to do COVID testing. They
charge other colleges for the service and they turned it into a business opportunity. And in
fact, Boston College hires MIT kids to do the COVID testing too - pretty cool. Anyway, but
Boston College is just like that. There are colleges that are either really liberal, and think,
Hey, don't worry, we can get through this. Or they're really, really strict. And Boston
College was really strict and my son is up there in person.

 Moira McCullough  21:17

I think that's one thing that I'm saying to my son who is a high school senior right now.
Take a look around and see how those colleges are handling this situation. How are they
communicating? And do you want to be a part of that? Are you proud to be a part of that
culture?

John Gregg  21:30
That is a good idea. Yes. You asked this question multiple times, I mean, the tools online,
obviously, tools, I use Naviance. And it seemed to be spot on. They have this scatter chart
that shows grades and SAT's and the intersection of grades, your GPA, and a map
everybody from your high school exactly whether they got in or they didn't get in. So you
can almost know in advance, and it allows you to avoid picking a school that you're at
least close on either grades or SAT or the combination that you're going to get over the
hump on. So it really is a very valuable tool and it was spot on, word of mouth and in
person. You know, I think what you're doing with College Scoops is amazing. It's a perfect
opportunity to gather real life, real time information from people and disseminate. Find a
concentrated way to make it available to you. I think it's a great idea. eBooks - I ordered
them and they were really cool because we actually used them for Michigan I think and
one of the other schools. They have a lot of insights from the from the students
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themselves that you would never get. So I think it's a super, super cool tool. And the more
that you get, the faster you will grow. I'm sure you'll be very successful. That's a great idea.

 Moira McCullough  22:58

Thank you, John, for coming on the show today. Really appreciate it. Enjoy the rest of your
vacation.

John Gregg  23:02
You're quite welcome. And it's great to talk to you and best of luck to you in College
Scoops.

 Moira McCullough  23:15

Have you heard about Anchor it is the easiest way to make a podcast and it's free. You
can use their own creation tools to record and edit your podcast right from your phone.
Anchor will distribute your podcast for you. So it can be heard on Spotify, Apple podcast,
iTunes and many more. You can make money from your podcast with no minimum
listenership. If it sounds easy it is because it is here's how you do it. Download the free
anchor app or go to anchor.fm to get started. Phil Semprevivo is a lawyer who has been
there and done that.He has six children, three of whom have gone through the college
application process. One who's going through it right now. And the youngest two will be
going through it in a couple years. Their oldest graduated from Wisconsin, their daughter
graduated from Michigan, the third daughter is currently a junior at Wisconsin, their fourth
daughter is currently a senior in high school in the search mode right now. And their
youngest are sophomores in high school. Phil enjoys spending time with the kids on the
road exploring college campuses in the surrounding towns. Welcome to the College
Scoops podcast Phil, thank you so much for joining us today.

Phil Semprevivo  24:25
Thank you for having me.

 Moira McCullough  24:26

Well, I have to share a story because your wife Maura is my college, one of my college
roommates, and you and I went to Fairfield as well together and Maura has been so
supportive of College Scoops. She's always giving me ideas and one idea she threw out
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was you need to interview dads. You need to interview the dads and find out what they
would recommend. The dads who have been there and done that. So you have so few kids
that I thought I'd start asking you for your tips and to share your insights. So can you just
introduce yourself And tell us a little bit about you.

Phil Semprevivo  25:02
Sure, just to go back to kids, so we have six children. Three have already gone through the
process of college, but one that's out of college, he's living in Chicago now. He went to
University Wisconsin. Then I have my second who was in grad school at Michigan, she
went to undergrad Michigan as well. And third is Wisconsin right now. The next one is a
senior in high school. And she's in the process of looking through the whole COVID
timeline. Obviously, it's been a little different this time in the last three, the next two kids,
we have our sophomore, so I have another couple years.

 Moira McCullough  25:36

So I want to preface this. So the two that went to University of Wisconsin and the one that
went to University of Michigan, I love it, because you had a family photo where you have
half sweatshirts University of Wisconsin and University of Michigan. And I remember
seeing the post at the football game. And I thought, okay, that's a family united.

Phil Semprevivo  25:57
This year is obviously a little different but it definitely brings some family fun,

 Moira McCullough  26:01

How involved were you in the process?

Phil Semprevivo  26:05
I'm pretty heavy handed and involved in it. Ultimately, we've let the kids make the
decision. We haven't forced them into a specific school. They've all just tended to go to
the Midwest and large schools. And we'll see what the next three do. But you know, I will
do the road trips. Sometimes they're solo, sometimes they bring a couple of siblings along,
sometimes being the friends along, go through the choice of what skills to look at, I
usually involved early on sitting down taking notes with them, seeing what they like what
they're interested in, similar to what I guess a guidance counselor would do, but knowing
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that we have a little more time than they're going to get from the guidance counselor.
And then we'll research schools. Sometimes, I'll learn of schools I never knew about before.
Sometimes, even with Wisconsin, I had remembered it in high school, but had not spoken
of it. And you know, 30 years plus, and then Peter came home and said I want to look at
Wisconsin as a guidance counselor told him the name. And so we started looking at it and
thought, that's perfect for you. Michigan with Maggie. That was more of a family known
connection. No one went there, but my father was out there. So sometimes there's a little
tie.

 Moira McCullough  27:17

So when you were looking at I love it when you say that you're sitting with your kids
looking at the college list and kind of having a conversation. What is it that you like about
it? What would draw you to that school? Do you want the big 10 or you want rah rah
social life, some of the aspects of a school and campus life that your kids would like? So
then were there any resources that you found were extremely valuable or helpful
resources being like online, or educational consultants or books?

Phil Semprevivo  27:43
Yes, the US News and World Report website is still great. You know, years ago, I think when
we first started looking at schools, it was in the in the magazine itself. That's a long way,
but it allows us to kind of jump around and we go to the websites of the schools. I think a
lot of the schools now have really developed great websites, a lot of information. And
then the other, there's no substitute for speaking to people that, you know, finding
somebody that has a kid that went there or they're right now getting an opportunity to
talk to them. It's the social connection to find out what students enjoy about the school?
What do you not enjoy about it? What are kids here that, especially with some of the
larger schools, I think it's absolutely useful. Obviously, having gone to Fairfield, a small,
Jesuit school, is completely opposite.

 Moira McCullough  28:48

When I was applying to schools, I went through word of mouth, like my dad went to Holy
Cross, Fairfield was a half an hour from home, BC was on the list. So it was like almost
their experience and their knowledge of the school through their network, but kind of
circling back to people who, you know, has always been important and is important still.

Phil Semprevivo  29:07
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Phil Semprevivo  29:07
it gives you a better impression of the quality of some of the schools too. For instance,
University of Florida, I probably had not known how well regarded it was until we saw it in
the listings on US News and World Report's website. Then you look at it more and I
thought it was just sort of a large state school. I had no idea how good it was. But then you
actually learn a lot about schools that you didn't have maybe a favorable impression of
before.

 Moira McCullough  29:35

Exactly. So now when you have that college list, and you're going off on a road trip, as you
said, and it seems like you were the one in charge, and of course more you had more kids
at home. So it's a divide and conquer. That's kind of the way Patrick and I worked. So were
there any suggestions that you have for preparing for those road trips,

Phil Semprevivo  29:53
I would do it differently, you know, or each time I get a little better at it. You know, you do
want to research what are some of the better hotels? What were some of the better
restaurants or some of the non school activities that you might want to see around the
surrounding area? I think Wisconsin I went a little blind. The first time it was an accepted
students visit and it was 20 below zero. So we were kind of just like walking around frozen
in a tour, and just kind of figuring out what to do. But I knew its sports were great. So I
bought tickets for a hockey game - Michigan State against Wisconsin. The funny thing
was I bought them for the wrong night. They had back to back Friday, Saturday night
games. And I bought Friday nights tickets. We showed up on Saturday. got there and but
everyone in the Midwest is so nice. They said hold on a second and came back. They gave
us free tickets with probably the best in the house.

 Moira McCullough  30:54

That's such a great story. So what a great experience, you come away from that? I don't
know, did that factor in the equation for the school?

Phil Semprevivo  31:00
Actually, it did for me because I kind of felt like people are really nice there. And it's a nice
environment for someone to kind of go to a little softer place than what they are used to -
the high tech environment in New York.
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 Moira McCullough  31:10

Absolutely. And what a great experience to think like, okay, I planned it, you thought here
you are a parent with your son, it's the first one and trying to be like a rock star and show
them- Hey, I got tickets to a game. So I just have to say Patrick took Megan out to the
accepted students day, and it was not the same year, but man, it was the same conditions
- really cold. And a similar story where they ended up going to see, I think it was the first
time that they christened the new men's lacrosse field at the University of Michigan. They
didn't have tickets, but he was able to get tickets, and they couldn't have been any nicer
and gave him a tour. So I think that factored into my daughter's decision as well. Is there
anything that you wish you had, that you didn't have the 1st time around? Ane especially
now as it is totally different?

Phil Semprevivo  31:51
Because we're in COVID scenario, so we're not even able to visit per se, in the way that we
used to, I think that a lot more details out of the separate from all the academic or sports
information you find for all the schools, what else is there? You know, are there hiking
trails, are there other activities nearby, that you should just at least take a drive by and get
a feel for the where you will be living for four years because we're constantly encouraging
our kids to shake up the weekends a little and maybe go out for a hike, go for runs, go to a
nearby beach. Whatever it may be. Enjoy the experience beyond just going to class or
going to a frat party, or whatever it may be. And sometimes, if we were to learn
restaurants and all that there's things you can share with them as I get to junior and senior
years. They're going to want to go out with their friends.

 Moira McCullough  32:45

The same thing I always say to the kids, this is the place that you're going to call home,
and what are you going to do on the weekends, I experienced that and we went to
Fairfield. I think the beach kind of sold us on those experiences. With your son or daughter
going on a hiking trail or biking. So those are some of the things that you would
recommend. So anything that you're doing, that is helping you this time around that you
would recommend?

Phil Semprevivo  33:07
Look for every opportunity to drive to another school and drive to campus at least check
it off. Do you want to come back after? So at least get it because it's going to be a tight
window. They're going to have this spring to really decide where they want to go. And for
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instance, I'd never been to Indiana University. We drove through it and that was incredible
campus. We got to go through Miami of Ohio too- it's just things that we wouldn't
normally do. But now if she gets in during the spring, we could say okay, these three are
worth going back and spending the time seeing the surrounding areas and talking to
more people. There's just so much right now and COVID, you have to do a lot of things to
prepare yourself for a short window. It's going to happen quick with these kids. They're not
going to have much time to make a decision. Now.

 Moira McCullough  33:53

And I think I love that piece of advice. I've always said when I've driven to a campus and
we've had an agenda of a place that we're going to go visit, I always say I want I want to
go through and visit a college that's not on your list. If we were down in the south and we
were near Wake Forest, we're going to drive to Elon. We're going to maybe hit Virginia
Tech places that are not on the list. They may like that campus and they may want to
apply or go back to it. Do you have tips for parents?

Phil Semprevivo  34:23
Just as in any part of life, network and being social. So try to find other people that as I
said before that are connected to the some of the schools. We would always get on the
phone and talk to somebody. But now you tell your kid to zoom or whatever. But
somebody talked a little about it, find out as much as they can and see if that's the place
for them. And maybe they will think, these kids are nothing like me or this is perfect.

 Moira McCullough  34:52

All right, I just have to ask - Are your kids open when I when I say to my son, hey, listen,
reach out to so and so and reach out to the Semprevivo kids who are at the University of
Wisconsin to ask them questions?

Phil Semprevivo  35:01
You have to say two or three times but what if they really think that they want to go there,
they're going to make a little more effort. Yes, I think that Molly number three who was at
Wisconsin now remembers. When we went to Wisconsin with her I actually took one of
her friends who was also applying and it was football season. So we bought the football
tickets - we did the whole, you know, experience. And I kind of recognized that I think at
that point that you know what she was ready for college because I had to drop her off at

P

P

Episode 44 - Dad's Podcast Part I Page 14 of 16 Transcribed by https://otter.ai

https://otter.ai
Moira McCullough




her brother's house, which happened to be a frat house. In the morning, I went to pick
them up before the game, I came back and she is out on a dock. I was watching from the
back. Basically they were partying it up at 930 in the morning, and she was having fun,
she was behaving but she was just out there ready for the scene. And she told me she's
like, I actually want to go here. She knew from that weekend it was a good place for her.
She got in a few weeks later and withdrew all of her other applications.

 Moira McCullough  36:19

I love that. She already said buy me the sweatshirt. Is there anything that you wish you
knew before attending college?

Phil Semprevivo  36:27
I think you definitely do. You have to make sure that it's the kids decision. If you talk about
memorable experiences. There was another one with Maggie the one in Michigan for
whatever reason, I don't know why it was but I was pushing Brown. I thought it was a good
and I took her there. And after she got into Michigan, I was telling her to wait for schools
and like you really should wait for Brown. She just burst into tears and said, All I wanted to
ever do is go to Michigan! So I want to withdraw everything. So you know as a parent from
experiences like this, you can't push your kid to go where you want them to go. You have
to let it be their decision.

 Moira McCullough  37:21

Any dessert that you have on a college campus that you would recommend?

Phil Semprevivo  37:25
A great ice cream there that well within the Memorial Union which is student the student
unions they have place I think it's called the Daily Scoops or something. It's Daily Scoops
and it's a local dairy farms ice cream is great. Also one of the hotels also kind of a good
center, which does conferences, but they also have hotel rooms, makes their own fresh
cookies called the Photo Center. So they're at the front desk, which are all there. They're
great when you come back after dinner.

 Moira McCullough  37:58

Phil, thank you so much for joining us.
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Phil Semprevivo  38:00
My pleasure.

 Moira McCullough  38:02

Thank you to John and Phil for joining us today we really enjoyed listening to your stories
and helpful tips. Naviance is a good resource to use along with the college websites.
Reach out to students and make sure to take in an activity on campus when you visit with
your son or daughter. Plan ahead as it can be exhausting and time consuming for parents.
Definitely try to attend a sporting event or another activity to get a better feel or vibe of
the student body and community. You can find all of our show notes and links to the
helpful resources mentioned throughout our conversation on our website at
Collegescoops.com/podcasts. Please take a couple minutes to rate review and subscribe
to College Scoops. Thank you for listening to our College Scoops podcast. Our entire
College Scoops team strives to make the college journey a little bit easier, less stressful,
fun and tasty by sharing all the inside scoop so we have curated along the way. We would
love to hear from you about topics to cover and your ideas and everything college
related. Reach out to us at collegescoops.comm or follow us on Instagram, Twitter and
Facebook.

P

Episode 44 - Dad's Podcast Part I Page 16 of 16 Transcribed by https://otter.ai

https://otter.ai
Moira McCullough



	Episode 44 - Dad's Podcast Part I

